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BSA Troop 360

Garland, Texas

Policy:  Financial Aid Support

Purpose:  At various times, families will find it difficult to support their son’s needs to participate in certain or all activities of the Troop.  It is the desire of the Troop to have all scouts who are members of the Troop to be able to participate in its activities.  At various times, the Troop may have funds available to provide financial aid in support of hscouts’ participation in the Troop’s activities.  Should monies be available and a scout’s family is experiencing a financial hardship, a formal request may be submitted for financial aid.  A formal review will be followed to determine the appropriateness of the request and the distribution of the funds.
Overview:  A scout and his family may request financial support for a specific function up to a full year of support for the activities of the Troop.  The Troop may set aside funds to support scouts in need to insure their continued participation.  The administration of such funds and their request will be administered without favor or prejudice and will follow the process set forth within this policy.  The scout must be in good standing in accordance with Troop 360 Code of Conduct.  The scout must also demonstrate a willingness to support the Troop in functions such as but not limited to fundraising programs, service projects, and general meetings.  The request by the scout and his family will be made in confidence to the Troop’s Committee Chair and/or the Troop’s Treasurer who will initiate the review process.  The approval will be limited to the requested period and will not exceed one year of support.  Financial support will be limited to only Troop sponsored activities in support of the scout’s participation in those activities.  The Troop can not provide financial support for any other purpose.
Requirements:  Certain requirements must be met through the process in order for a scout to receive financial support from the Troop.  Disclosure of financial need will be held confidential and will be distributed only to a limited and necessary review committee who will hold such information confidential.  The scout must be in good standing with the Troop, abide by the Code of Conduct, regularly participate in service projects, actively pursue fundraising activities sponsored by the Troop, and abide by the Scout Oath and Law.  Request for personal financial information will only be requested and accepted from parents of the Scout and will only be used to determine the viability and level of support which the Troop may provide.  Any funds within the Scout’s personal Troop account must be utilized first for any financial support before the Troop Committee will consider an application.
Process:  the following will be the process by which the Troop committee will accept and review requests for financial support.
· A formal request for financial support must be submitted by the Scout and his parents by completion of the application (attachment 1).  The application is to be submitted to either the Troop Committee Chairman or the Troop Treasurer.

· The Troop Committee Chairman will convene the review committee that will consist of three members of the adult leadership of the Troop:  the Committee Chairman, Treasurer, and Secretary.  No adult leader who has direct responsibility over the scout’s participation in the activity whose support is being requested will be eligible to participate in the review.

· The review committee will consider the application for the following criteria:

· The availability of funds to in support of financial aid to scouts.

· Dollar amount requested in consideration for the activity(s) being requested for support.
· The contribution toward the total support that will be provided by the Scout and his family.

· The ability of the Scout and his family to provide financial support for the scout’s participation.

· The scout’s participation and contribution to previous service and fundraising activities sponsored by the Troop.

· The determination of the Troop review committee will be shared with the Scout and his parents.  Any personal financial information shared (and all copies if any of such information) will be returned to the parents.

· Should funds be approved, the Scout will be expected to support the Troop activities for the coming year, especially in service and fundraising activities.  Failure to do so will impact the continuation or potential future support requests.

· The Troop Treasurer will provide a monthly report as to any distribution of financial support to the Troop Committee.  However, such information will not specify the Scout(s) receiving support.  The Troop Committee Chairman and the Troop Treasurer will be responsible for monitoring the compliance of the Scout to the conditions of the financial aid provided.

Approved by Committee:

________________________________
_______________________

Chairman
Date
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Request for Financial Assistance

Scout’s Name:__________________________________________________________________

Activity for which support is being requested:   _________________________________

Anticipated cost of activity:                                        _____________________________

Contribution of support by Scout and family:             _____________________________

Net amount being requested for support:                    _____________________________

Does the Scout have funds available in his Troop account?         Yes         No

Are these funds included above in the contribution by Scout?     Yes         No 

Reason request is being made to the Troop for support:

Please attach any additional information that could be used for review by the Committee to substantiate the request for support.  (Such information will only be shared with the Review Committee and will be returned to the parents).

Affirmation:

I, __________________________, understand that I am expected to participate in all service and fundraising activities sponsored by the Troop in the coming 12 months.  My failure to participate in such activities may result in the discontinuation of approved funds and denial for any future support.  Additionally, the Troop Committee may also request the return of the financial support extended under this request.

Agreed:

_________________________________________

Scout

_______________________

Date

_________________________________________

Parent of Scout

_______________________

Date
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